obtained which comprise the first two chapters of this book would be enough to secure its welcome.
The subsequent seven chapters deal with the absorption, transport, and utilization of iron, and finally, iron deficiency anamia and conditions of iron overload. The book succeeds in illuminating diseases of iron metabolism by relevant experimental work, and although the emphasis is mainly clinical, the excellent bibliography will make this a useful source book for the research worker.
The good quality of this book's production has unfortunately been reflected in the price. This little book, which is written in the form of lecture notes, is intended to be a complete revision course in endocrinology for the senior student and a rapid reference book for the busy practitioner. The author presents alarge amount of information in the minimum of space, a feat on which he is to be congratulated, for a book of this conciseness dealing with a complicated subject must be difficult to write. There are occasions, however, when he sacrifices clarity for brevity. For this reason the student may have difficulty in understanding the sections on osteomalacia and renal tubular acidosis, and a few sentences are ambiguous: for instance, 'Hand-Schuller-Christian syndrome associated with diabetes insipidus in 50% of cases', where '50%' could refer to the syndrome or to diabetes insipidus. It would have been helpful to the student to be told the normal values for thyroid uptake and clearance in the radioactive iodine tests for thyroid function; and through an oversight in proof-reading the dose of fluorohydrocortisone is given as 0 01 mg (p. 62) instead of 01 mg daily. However, these are perhaps minor criticisms. The book certainly puts endocrinology in a nutshell and should be invaluable to those for whom it is intended. For a small book with no illustrations 36s is expensive, especially for students.
A W SPENCE The Aging Eye by R A Weale PhD DSC pp vi+200 illustrated £1 15s London: HKLewis 1963 This book is a most useful compendium of information about the ageing eye. Its scope is broad, and there are sections which will appeal especially to the ophthalmologist, others to the illuminating engineer, the gerontologist, the psychologist, and the optician. From the view-point of the ophthalmologist the sections on the Hudson-Staihli line are especially interesting.
Senescence varies to some extent with climate, and there is some evidence to suggest that the age of onset of presbyopia increases with geographical latitude. In Iran, Egypt, Greece and Cuba, the 'age of complaint' which drives patients to seek prescriptions for a reading correction is about 40, whereas it is 42-3 in Italy, and 48 in Sweden and Norway. Indians become presbyopic at an age about eight years younger than Central Europeans.
Senile miosis and yellowing of the crystalline lens reduce the intensity of light stimuli to the senile retina. Hence a perimeter with a fixed intensity stimulus would give an apparent constriction of the visual field, not found with stimuli of higher intensity. Also the phenomenon of senile enophthalmos must not be forgotten, as it makes the nose cast a larger shadow on the nasal side in the old than the young. This is a book which well repays reading. Very few books can escape criticism and it would be remarkable if a large volume of this kind were to prove exceptional in this respect. Although the text is mostly lucid and succinct a few isolated portions appear clumsy and impre-cise. Moreover, the validity of certain definitions will undoubtedly be questioned. For example, while the attempt to provide a fresh and adequate definition of the word 'antigen' is very creditable, the one given is unsatisfactory for it certainly includes materials such as picryl chloride. Furthermore, although most of the illustrations are admirable, some of the photographs of museum specimens are rather disappointing. However, despite these minor weaknesses it is an excellent book with an estimably broad perspective.
In the foreword Professor G J Cunningham rightly emphasizes the usefulness of the book to medical postgraduates embarking on a specialist career and your reviewer believes that it will also be much appreciated by the more industrious and able medical student during his clinical training.
B M HERBERTSON
Diseases of the Adrenal Glands Radiologic Diagnosis by Morton A Meyers MD pp xiv+97 illustrated $5.75 Springfield, IIl.: Charles C Thomas 1963 The two radiological methods of investigating the abdomen for adrenal tumours are presacral retroperitoneal pneumography and selective aortography.
Retroperitoneal air injection is easy to carry out, carries no risk of air embolism and can be perfcrmed in any department with a good tilting table and a tomograph.
In this excellent monograph the author describes only his personal experiences with the presacral air injection method. He gives an adequate clinical summary of the various adrenal tumours and adrenal cortical syndromes and then illustrates each one by good X-ray pictures. In most of these cases the symptoms pointed directly to what the X-ray might be expected to show but in quite a number the X-rays were decisive and more reliable than the clinical findings. The section on phieochromocytoma is particularly illuminating in this respect.
Dr Meyers has not tried to write a textbook or produce an atlas, but in a small book of 80 pages has evolved something between the two which is an admirable contribution to the investigation of adrenal disease.
PETER KERLEY
An Introduction to Medical Genetics by J A Fraser Roberts MA MD DSC FRCP FRS 3rd ed pp xiii +283 illustrated 35s London: Oxford University Press 1963 This is really a textbook of medical genetics and is best read, as the reviewer did -with much pleasure and more profitsteadily from cover to cover. Written in impeccable English, it provides a coherent account of the subject from the standpoint of a professional geneticist and the reader is taken through it from that point of view; it is not the sort of book that is designed primarily for easy quick reference when the odd clinical problem arises. The subject index is deliberately incomplete; principles are listed in the table of contents and there is a separate index of definitions in which reference is made direct to the text itself.
The nature of the modern advances in genetics is clearly explained and an excellent account, in particular, is given of the human blood groups. Statistics are mercifully left to a genuinely elementary levelas the author states, 'this is a non-mathematical book'.
It is not recommended to those looking for an easy digest of medical genetics but, if anyone wishes to acquire a sound working knowledge of the principles of the subject, together with stimulating suggestions for further readingwhether he be an undergraduate, a candidate for higher medical qualifications, or a still-interested practising physicianand if he is prepared to spend about four evenings in achieving it, this is a book that can be recommended without reservation; at 35s it is indeed a bargain for such an authoritative account. This excellent 'text' on tuberculosis in children is based on the records of some 2,500 infected Tyneside children. Twelve hundred of the children received chemotherapy in the course of treatment for meningitis and miliary tuberculosis, beginning in 1947. The whole study includes chronic pulmonary disease, pleural effusion, segmental lung lesion, and then bone and joint and all other non-pulmonary forms of the infection. From the Department of Pathology and Surgery at Sully Hospital, Penarth, Wales, W R Probert and D M E Thomas have contributed their experience of the last fifteen years. The book is essentially clinical in its approach, the last section (before the useful references) being made up of '125 clinical histories illustrating the diversity of tuberculous illness and their differential diagnosis in children'. The photographs, the X-rays and the tables in the text are clear and informative. Every aspect of tuberculosis is reviewed with a brief historical note describing how the modern point of view has arisen. Where
